














Numb. 164. : 


MERCATOR: 


O R, 


Commerce 


Retriched, 


BEING 
ConsIDERATIoNs on the State of the Britifh Trade, €9e: 





From Cueloap, June 8. to Churldap, June 10. L714. 





The Argument abridg’d. 


The Treaty of Commerce adapted to reftore our Trade. 


The Afanufatturers of Fraucé afraid of it. 


The French King, asthe Oppofers fay, forces his People to wear their own Manufatturess 


That's but an ill Sign of their Inclination to it 5 
Or of the Goodnefs of the Goods. 
More of that hereafter. 
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H E Subje& of preferving our Wool- 

len Manufactures, and of carrying 

our Wool] abroad, which is the only 

way by which we can be Invaded 
in them, has been fo long and effectually ar- 
gued, that the A¢ercarer thinks no Man will 
Oppofe it.-: Wherefore it fhall remain drawn 
up in this fhort Abridgment. 

Neither the French, or any Nation in Eu- 
‘rope, can make any progrefs in the Woollen 
Manufa&ture fo as to fupply their own De- 
mands, much lef$ to encroach upon or rival 
us in our Trade, unlefs they get our Wooll 
from us. 

The French have but Two ways to fupport 
their own Manufadtures, (viz.) By getting our 
Wooll IN, and keeping our Manufaétures 
OUT. | 
If ic be the Safety of their Manufactures 
that ours are kept out, then it is the Lofs of 
ours to be fo kept out. 

This brings us dire&ly down to the late 
Treaty of Commerce, which is the Subje& in 
Debate. The Treaty of Commerce has three 
Qualifications in it for the Eftablifhing our 
Trade, that it is wonderful indeed the Op- 
pofers cannot fee, and which any Man that can 
fee, muft own makes it very much the Intereft 
of this Nation that it fhould be immediately 
made Effectual. 


1. Thatit will ruine and deftroy the French 
Manufa@turing Trade. 

2. That, it will very much aflift to keep our 
Wooll at home. 


— rh a Seninetaninnnenedaninmeed 
It has been clearly proved, that there is 
nothing wanting, as above, to overthrow 
their Manufa@tures, next to keeping our Wooll 
at home, but to let ours in upon reafonable 
Terms, that the Goodnefs of the Englith Ma- 
nufa&ures would make them afham’d of their 
own, and the Cheapnefs alfo would make fuch 
way for them that Nobody would buy them 
This is fo plain, that it is the wnaccounta- 
bleft thing in the World .that any Men fhould 
be found among us whovcan Argue agaiaft it. 
Would any Men in the World fit Rill, and com- 
plain that our Trade is fpoiled by the French, 


and at the fame time hiader us recovering it ? 


‘Tell us, the French won’t buy any of our 


Goods, and then notlet.us fend any thither to 
try whether they will or ‘not? LAR HOY 
Why will not+the French buy our G 
but becaufe they cannot have them? Why 
can they not have them but: becaufe we 
fhut_up our own Doors, and will not let the 


Prohibitions and high Duties be abated and» 


taken off, .and all this on pretence of the 
French Over-ballancing us ? As if we could 
not open a Door for our Trade to them, 


but we muft let in an Over-Trade from them - 


to us, which is as ridiculous as it is falfe. 

And here the Aéercater cannot but reproach 
the Writers on the other fide, with the Folly 
and Falfity of their former affertions in Print, 
with refpect to the Price of French Wine and 
Brandy in Bourdeaux, which they affirm’d with 
a great deal of Infolence would be at 25 1. 
per Ton, fome 301. per Ton firft Coft. 
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eesece very Merchant knows that the laft Seafon 
incu been very bad for Wines in France, and 


hy be 
Le > 


was eee Quantity of good Wine has been fmall, 
Moog confequently dear in France, and yet the 
aaaaplercator is well aflured, that at Bourdeaux 


299,-at this time good Clarets, and at Rochelfe 


good French White-Wines are fallen to 221. 
to 241. per Ton, and good Bourdeaux Brandy 
under 20 I. 

If this be fo algeady, and even in a dear 
Year, and before the Bacreafe of the Trade 


what will this be when there are greater 
Quantities made, as will be the Cafe in plen- 
tiful Years ? 

But. the People the -Afercator has to deal 
with are pot.to be Confuted by Evidence and 
proof of Fac&t; they can bear athoafand fuch 
things, and yet go on; this therefore is but 
named to put them in Mind of their Knavery, 
and to tell them how they ought to blufh 


when they fhall hereafter fee Wine and Brandy. 


fold in France for the old Price of Eight, Nine, 
or Ten lb. per Ton. 

But to return to the admitting our Manufa- 
ctures into France as above: The Treaty of 
Commerce is fully qualified and prepared to 
do this by taking off all the High Duties from 
our Goods, and letting them come freely in- 
to France on the old Foot as they did when 


the French-had few or-no Woollen Goods. of 


their own, and this is what the French them- 
felves are afraid of. 


The fcurrillous Writers on the other fide,, 


who fill up the Blanks, which want of Argu- 
ment oblige them to make with foul Lan- 


guage and Ribaldry fhun this Part as what is~ 


in itfelf unanfwerable.. They run all Rifques 
to get our. Goods now on Shore there. 
pay the Extravagant Duties of 60 and 70° per 


Cent. when they cannot be otherwife fupply’d 5 


they ate fo. eager for our Goods, that they: 


muft have them, and will have them whatever 
they Coft; and yet thefe Men have the Impu- 
dence to tell the World, no Man dare appear 
at Courtwith Englifh Cloth, which is a horrid 
Forgery. 

Om the other Hand, wereit true, it argues 
f{trongly on the other fide, and proves, that 
were the People left to their Liberty they 
would not wear it, and that Tyranny is fain 
to come in for a fhare to force the Manufa- 


They, 


If the Goods were made as Cheap as ours, as 
good asours ; if they rivall’d us abroad, ‘and 
bid fair for all the Trade of Eutope, it i$ like- 
ly they would want fuch Force to make their 
own People wear them? But of this more fhall 
be faid. 

In the mean time, let us fee what of our 


+ Goods go Daily there, what Exportations of 


Manufaétures, &c. are every Day made thi- 


ther, befides what we can have no Account 


- of. " From “whence it is‘eafie'to guefs what 
has Encreafed the Planting of ~ Vineyards,° 


this Trade would’ be, if due Liberty of Com- 
merce was fettled. 





From the Cuftom-Houfe. 


Exported to the Streights in Two Weeks, 
May 24th, to June 7th. 


469 Long Cloths 
270 Short 
§3§ Spanifh 
9464 Perpets and Serges 
3523 Stuffs and Druggets 
202 Yorkhhite Cloths 
: 493 Kerfeys 
1296 double Bays 
5°. Minikin Bays 
123 dozen Hats 
1206 dozen Hofe 
1640 yards Frize 
76 CG. Leather : 
26020 Lanthorn Leaves 
659 Coney Wooll 
6200 ditto Skins 
200 Bear Skins 
§7 Chairs. 
9 Ton 3 C. wrought fron 
1 Ton8C. 2 qrs.. Pewter 
11 Ton : C. Block Tin 
53 Fodder 8 C.. Lead 
26 Ton 10 C, Lead Oar 
10 Ton 6 C. Lead Shot 
12 Ton 18 C. Red Lead 
142 1b. Copper 
3 C. wrought Brafs 
2400 Glafs Bottles 


One third of all thefe Goods are reafonably 


éture of France to Sell, even in their own fuppofed to be Landed in France notwithftan- 


Country. 





| ding the High Duties. 





LONDON: Printed for Bens. Toox, at the Temple-Gate, and pa 
Joun Barser, on Lambeth-Hill. (Price 3 Hadf-pence. ) | 
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